made possible by the AJPP's existence, and obviously the hardware and software in our office did not just magically appear here, but this meeting was the first time I had the opportunity to experience belonging to the AJPP family. It did not disappoint. I went into the venue with an open mind, expecting only that the conference would be educational, that I would be surrounded by wise and experienced professionals, and that if I endured the jam-packed schedule without succumbing to the sleep deprivation accrued from having been on call three times in the preceding ten days, I could possibly absorb some of that wisdom and experience. But thanks to the tangible buzz that could be felt from the very first interactions at breakfast on day one, this conference was not endured; it was savoured. The participants were at once approachable, humble, passionate, and engaging. As the actual proceedings of the meeting flew by, I found myself captivated throughout: from bioethics specialist Prof. Mfutso-Bengo's keynote address, in which he helped define what scientific integrity and ethical research reporting means by citing the Chichewa word choonadi, meaning "that which you can see," and therefore "truth" (Chichewa can be so delightful sometimes); to hearing, from each editor, about all of the successes, challenges, and progress of the African partner journals; to meeting with the editors and participants at tea breaks and meals; to participating in interactive discussions about the ethical implications of hypothetical publicationrelated scenarios; to learning details about what acronyms and organizational names like DOI, CrossRef, EQUATOR, and INASP actually mean-I easily forgot about my sleep deprivation. If some of that does not sound so exciting, I cannot emphasize enough that it was the passion and enthusiasm of the conference participants that made it exciting. As one representative put it when the meeting was wrapping up: "It wasn't even boring!" (as such meetings are supposed to be, right?). It was far from boring. And judging from the group that was present in Bvumbwe, it is easy to see how the AJPP journals on this continent continue to thrive and grow. Hopefully, this is just the beginning of my contribution to that growth.
Andrew Mataya is the Malawi Medical Journal intern and an intern medical doctor at Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital in Blantyre.

